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Rose Peng Thompson, Lead Teacher – Chinese 

Rose Peng Thompson is a native Mandarin Chinese language speaker, born and raised in China.  She 
graduated from Harbin Normal University with a degree in education.  Mrs. Thompson joined Primary Prep 
four years ago and is currently an assistant teacher in our toddler program.  Prior to joining Primary Prep, she 
was a bilingual teacher and museum interpreter in China.  Mrs. Thompson is passionate about helping her 
students understand the importance of learning another language through stimulating and meaningful 
content and activities.   

 

 

Bhawna Panwar, Lead Teacher –Hindi  

Bhawna Panwar was born and raised in Delhi, India.  She is fluent in Hindi and French.  She obtained her 
Bachelor degree in Education from Maharishi Dayanand University and an Advanced Diploma in French from 
Delhi University and Alliance Française de Delhi.  Prior to joining us, she worked as a French teacher at 
Queen’s Valley School and Manav Sthali School in Delhi where she created effective, interactive lessons 
using a wide variety of teaching aids, as well as motivational and implementation strategies to fully engage 
her students in active learning. She helped her students achieve regional recognition through her 
outstanding curriculum.   She was also recognized by higher education administrators for her commitment 
and excellence.   Mrs. Panwar joined Primary Prep last year as our Hindi teacher.   Mrs. Panwar believes 

Hindi is the soul of Indian culture (ह िंदी भारतीय सिंसृ्कहत की आत्मा  ै।) which is why she is very eager to lead 
our Hindi program.   

 

 

Briana Pugliese, Lead Teacher – Italian  

Briana Pugliese was born and raised in New Jersey.  Growing up in an Italian-American household, where her 

grandparents only spoke Italian, she was fluent in the language at a young age.  She also studied formal Italian 

during her middle to high school years where she took Honors and AP classes.  Ms. Pugliese graduated from 

the University of Scranton in Pennsylvania where she received a dual certification in Education and 

History. This is her second year at Primary Prep.  She teaches Social Studies to 5th-8th graders.  Ms. Pugliese 

looks forward to introducing and teaching her native Italian and sharing her love of Italian culture to her 

Primary Prep family.   A fun fact: although Ms. Pugliese's father was born and raised in Italy, he lived in 

Venezuela for a few years and was a singer in a famous band! 
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Shamar Sanchez, Lead Teacher – Spanish 

Shamar Sanchez was born in Queens, New York, and has lived in Long Island her whole life.   She is a native 
Spanish speaker.  She obtained her Bachelor of Arts degree from Saint Peter’s University and is certified in 
Early Childhood Education (K-6).  She is studying for her Master’s degree in English as a Second Language.  
Ms. Sanchez joined Primary Prep last year as a Student teacher/Spanish teacher.   She is currently our 4th 
grade teacher where she teaches reading, language arts, science, and math.  Ms. Sanchez is excited to be 
part of the Primary Prep Language School and looks forward to leading our Spanish program.  According to 
Ms. Sanchez, "Un idioma te pone en un corredor para la vida. Dos idiomas abren cada puerta en el camino" 
(One language sets you in a corridor for life. Two languages open every door along the way).  

 

Ekaterina Kalmanson, Lead Teacher – Russian 

Ekaterina Kalmanson was born and raised in Moscow, Russia.  She graduated from Moscow Pedagogical 

University (Teacher's College) with a degree in Russian Language and Literature.  Ms. Kalmanson has taught 

in Moscow schools, both as a teacher of Russian language to local school children as well as a Russian 

teacher to children of expat workers.  She also worked as a Russian language instructor to U.S. Embassy 

employees who were preparing for the language proficiency exam.  Upon arriving to the United States 

almost 10 years ago, she has worked as a Russian language teacher to children of Russian heritage in private 

schools in NYC and NJ.  Ms. Kalmanson has been a teacher with AlphaMinds Academy since Sept. 2016.   

 

 
 

 


